grace Iaw, a taste of bemg homeless

Do you guys remember last Sunday
afternoon? Yeah. It was pouring and hailing
like no weather I've ever seen invery long
time.

Well last Sunday was the day Tawa,
Charlotte, and me were supposed to
experience what it would like to be a bum.
When we all got finished dressing in our
scrubby clothes - Charlotte in her overalls,
Tawa in jeans and T-shirt (yeah I know
Tawa's always in jeans and T-Shirt) and me
with jeans that had a hole in the crotch with
Tawa's favourite flannel shirt - we looked
outside and it started hailing.

I was like NOBODY not even homeless
people are going to be outside in this
weather! Nonetheless we continued to get
dirty hoping that the weather would let up.
We scrubbed dirt in our fingernails and all
over our face. Tawa decided to get into the
spirit of things and heaped mounds of dirt
on his face and took a shower outside with
his mud mask.

After Tawa was finished Charlotte
decided that Tawa definitley did not look
like a homeless person but more like
a wannabe homeless person or more like a
drowned cat if I do say so myself.
Actually I don't think anyone of us
resembeled a homeless person at all.
Continued as BEING HOMELESS /.02
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l|ncoln ho whether |t’s weather or not e
So last Sunday's once in a two hundred year hailstorm was a storm that was hard to' o
forget. It caused at least $60 million in damage, not including West Edmonton Mall and the
city's road damage from the run off. The beginning of the storm in the Edmonton area
began in Millwoods, then circled in a clockwise motion to the West End and moved to the
North-East quadrant as it dissipated out of the area, leaving 150 millimetres of -
precipitation. Surprisingly, the same storm system ended up in Ontario three days later and
poured out 160 millimeters of rain to flood downtown Peterbrough. As for the impact of the
storm in our church community? Plunge Periodical asked some members how they:
experienced the strage weather phenomenon.

Nathan Chan was coming back from Camp Nakamun with his friend's parents when the
storm hit. The rain hit pretty hard so he stayed over at his friend's place until the storm
ended. He was worried about his house as he heard the news that his neighbours on thy
street had their basements flooded. Fortunately, his home was not a victim of the storm.

Lealia Fong was working at American Eagle's West Edmonton Mall phase one location
when the heavy rain and hail came down. Her manager was on her break when a drainage
pipe in the ceiling of Mr. Entertainment gushed and phoned the store that she would be
returning. Fong, among other members of the staff, took turns checking out the damage at
Esprit and Sports Chek as Bourbon Street and lower Europa Boulevard began to experience
the same situation. The mall was then evacuated for the first time in history and Fong took
a drive home as poor traffic and police directed the jam. When Fong finally got home, she
was welcomed by a couple centimeters worth of flooding caused by sewage backup. The
Fongs are still cleaning today as the basement remains wet and smelly from the flooding
and are waiting for their insurance company to assess the damage.

Yolanda Leung's experience with the hail storm of 'ought four was similar to Fong's as
her father called her while shopping at Superstore not to go home in the hail. When she got
out to the parking lot, the hail had stopped and she headed for her car as rain began to start.
Driving home, Leung drove through some flooded streets and tried to avoid stalling her
vehicle as she took the side roads home. Within two hours, her basement had flooded to two
steps of the stairs. Her father and brother cleaned up the basement while she cooked.
Luckily, not much was damaged by the runoff, but the carpet needed to be removed. The
Leung's too, are waiting for insurance estimates. Continued as HAILSTORM /.03
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lincoln ho, church news
+ A summer parentmg and teen camp
just wrapped up last week as 13 teens with
their parents shared experiences and
learned about the values of society and the
faith. The three days and two nights spent
with special speaker Ken Wong allowed
Timothy Fellowship members to have a fun
time together and have the parents enjoy
the time with their children as well.

*  Got nothing to do over the summer or
just some free time? The church requires
some "casual help” in the month of August
while deciding on a custodial candidate
position. Helpers will receive a small
allowance as a gratuity and is not going to
be a part time or full time position. It is
only for anyone who casually wants to
come to help whenever they want.

» In the meantime, a committee is
. currently working out the details behind the
: hours, , position requirements, and duties
of a custodial worker. Once the full-time
. and details have been decided, a job posting
: will be available. If you or anyone you
. know is interested, keep an eye or ear for
all the information you need.

»  Winnie Wong is finished off her last
day of third year dentistry as she had her
father Ming Wong as a patient. Her parents
arrived from a long drive from Brampton
after visiting some some of the northern
states. Her mother Sharon Wong made a
return trip home last night while her father,
who is the reverend at Brampton Chinese
Baptist Church is taking a few weeks
sabattical here in Edmonton.

*  News flash! Someone somewhere had
something to do this week. One possible
destination for the Amazing Race may
possibly be somewhere in the city.®

news on the | 1omefr
continued from wet and lcky! 01 A

Kids are very cute... For the past four months, Mataeo has been praying that God will
give him a baby brother. So, I am announcing that we are NOT as of yet expecting any
more children. Anyway, over the past two weeks, we have had numerous appointments
with specialists again - the urologist for Alethea, and paediatric orthopedic surgeon for
Mataeo. For Mataeo, the news was what we expected. His limp has improved noticeably
since early June - he is able (and more than willing) to run and play and keep up with his
peers. In fact, we haven't noticed him limping much at all anymore. His recovery from
Perthe's has been quicker than we expected. Dr. McIvor (the specialist) confirmed that he
is healing up nicely, but also stated that he has a ways to go still. He's not fully recovered
yet. There is still some stiffness and lack of mobility in Mataeo's left hip, and Dr. Mclvor
expects it will take another 9-12 months to heal completely.

For Alethea, we received even better news. She had surgery at three months old (last
November) to un-tether her spinal cord [for a full explanation, you'll have to check out the
old diary entries, or follow other threads with her name] to correct the spina bifida occulta
that she was born with. The surgery was designated a complete success, and the follow-ups
with the neurosurgeon have been affirming and encouraging. The neurosurgeon (Dr.
Mehta) will continue to follow up with Alethea every year or so just to make sure no new
problems have cropped up, but he doesn't expect any complications, EVER.

However, there was an additional medical complication discovered at birth for Alethea -
urinary reflux. Her urine was leaking from her bladder back up towards her kidneys, a very
common problem amongst babies born with spina bifida. The urologist (pee doctor), Dr.
Mix, was uncertain whether the problem was associated with Alethea's spina bifida. or
whether it was unrelated (about 5% of all kids have urinary reflux). Anyway, since birth,
Alethea has been on a preventative antibiotic (amoxycillin) to prevent a urine infection.
There was substantial danger if she got infected urine, that the urine leaking back towards
the kidneys could destroy her kidneys. So she had to take this horrid-taking pink stuff
every night since she was born - and boy, was she ever learning how to fight it!

Anyway, we saw Dr. Mix last Tuesday, and he wanted us to put Alethea through a
urodynamics test - a procedure to see how a bladder performs "under pressure”. So we
trekked to the Glenrose Rehabilitation Center for the gruelling urodynamics exam. They
popped three catheters into Alethea (if you don't know what catheters are, you don't want
to and I won't explain it!), filled her bladder with dyed fluid, and took x-rays to determine
whether any fluid leaked out of the bladder back towards her kidneys. They then waited for
her to pee, and again took x-rays to check for urine leakage. Basically, if she still had
urinary reflux, they would have seen some of the fluid going from the bladder towards the
kidneys (through the urethra). Happily, they did not. There’s no leakage at all - not even a
drop. Furthermore, Alethea emptied her bladder completely. Today we got the official
phone call from the urologist, Dr. Mix, confirming that whatever had caused Alethea's
urinary reflux, the problem is solved - she doesn’t have reflux anymore.

Continued as Grateful Andersons







